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i [Chap. I, Sec. 1.

rounds are fired in a burst, observation will be possible
enly under the most favoorabla circumstances,

4. Taking into account the time required for changing
the magazines and for aiming between bursts of fire, an
a'l."-urng-:: of 150 rounds a minute can be maintxined by a

trained man, This high rate of fire doeg not necessarily

rodluce the hest results; bursts of fire with pauses

Eem-mn them are often more destructive as well as
discopcerting to the enemy's morale.

5. The sections of this chapter set out the detailed

instructions for the tmining of the individual either in
handiing the or perfor such other duties as he

may, as.omeé of the ssction, be called upon to perform,

8. 1. To ensure that the light avtomatic section will
fulfil its role in war, the personnel must be trained so
that each individual iz capable of the follow-
ing duties actually concerned with the handling of the
gun :—

(@) To prepare the gun for firing and maintain it in

o,

{8} To carry the gun and get it quickly into action on
any nature of gropnd,

(¢} To fire accurately at various rates up to 13 rounds
& minute according to the requirements of
VAN hn.ttlcuhTﬂ of targets likely to be encountered

in X :
(@) To observe fire and correct its application accond-

ingly.
{¢) Te fire with effect at low-flying aircraft. (See
Chapter I1L.)

I, Sec. 1.]

'mmwhm::mwm:mm

a light antomatic section,

“{f) To pﬂ*rmn the dutiés assigned to any * number **
requires instruction

tngt aul:umnt!mnd the order in which they should

are as follows =—

el mmh.ry}
{mmrrunmt

' Elemen m-!-:lmnhm 'l:ra::lﬂ'm.l iu'l.tl
forw action ...
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4 Chap. I, Sec. 1.

7. i. In order to obtain full effect from the accuracy
of the gun, the importance of correct holding must
be insisted om from the frst.  The beat test of
correct holding will be found from the results obtained
when firing ball ammunition, and no man should be
allowed to fire at ranges until he can group to
4 inches at 25 yards, or 16 inches at 100 vards when
Gring service bursts, Instruction in correct holding
cannot, however, be deliyed until this period of training,
and any tendency t-nk:-ma Lﬂ]-d:lngav-ei_: during the most
elementary instruction must at all times be checked,
otherwise fallure in markmanship will result.

i, During early training men should be taught 1o
Sfeel a pull on the bipod to ensure that the bhipod is
“F%:,mg the gun ¥. The pull should, however,
not be over-emphasized as, with more experience, a firer
will get more accurate shooting when the bipod legs are

vertical, so a8 to allow a certain amount of back-
ward and forward movement of the gun during Gring.

8. To maintain the gun in action and o avoid loss of
fire power, a high standard of training in locating and
remedyi Atoppages iz essemtial. To achiewve this, the
system ﬁfﬂajnmﬁﬂmum be such as to devebop in-cach
incdividual a mechanical aptitude. This should ocnable
the man to reason the cause of any unforeseen stoppage
and thus ensure that the gun is not out of action at some
critical period through a trifling cause. It will also
hawve the advantage of ing him more quickly
adaptable to any other weapon of a mechanical type in
which e may subsequently kave to be trained.

Chap. I, Sec. 2.] 5

2. System of traiming
1. The principles of instroction in the lght antomatic
are laid Yol T, 1931, Sec. 30 The following
paragraphs are included for ready reference and in
amplification of the above,

2. Since there is only one weapon for each squad, the
sequence of instruction in the light automatic will
slightly from the normal, i.e. the rifle. The devel t
of a man's powers of reasoning will be achieved by the
[nstructor obtaining from him, by means of guestion
and answer, the required information g the
condition of the gun and the action of the mechanism,

3. The sequemce of tnstruction will be :—

1. Preliminarios.
i, Statement of the and object of the lesson,
11!. ﬂe:mnnu.rgrjnn; exp 0.
V. tioa,
vi. Repetition

4. The following points will be noted :—

v L Preliminarics.—1Thess will include inspection of

gun, magaxines and dummies for reasons of
safety

., Demonstrations.—All inclode & certain amount
of explaparion. Certain actions may have to
be repeated to make them clear, When
dealing with the manner in which any
function, such parts will be named and
described as necessary. During instruction on

www. vickersmachinegun.org.uk




[Chap. I, Seca. 2 and 3.

mechanism, large-scale coloured diagrams will
be foumd mﬁuﬁh

i, ludarrogation—1f, at this of a lesson, it
becomen evident that those under instructicn
have not grasped some particular action, the
instructor should revert to further demonstra-
tion and explanation to make the point clear.

iv. Execwtion~-When a squad is practising ecither
singly or in pairs, th&ramumdgtwﬂlmtchtht:
action of the man or men at the gun, The
ingtructor will gquestion them as to  the
accuracy of the actions being performed.  All
mﬂ:drﬂ.ﬂm{:%‘?mal{m:ﬂmhh

im. completion of this

ﬁm uuﬁ-nTtn-r will mh'nE the mﬁm
the stawdard rest, if any, which will be applied
huter.

3. Magazine filling

LESSON 1.—MAGAZINE FILLING

1. Preliminaries ~—

1. Stores uwired, One magastae, one Jogds
handie (if nvailable) and one charger for -Hl:i
man. Ground sheets and dummy cartridges,

i, Squad seated in convenient position.

2, Sequence of instruchion ‘—

i Show magarine. State that it holds 47 rounds
and that the object of the lesson ks (o teach
Low it is filled and emptied,

Chap. I, Sec. 3.) 7

. Demonstrate, naming cach phase (—
(@) Filling magazine.
Pl::nt:l:rn-ﬂiﬂiﬂ, magazing and ammani-

Use of loading handiz,
Examination of magasine.
Inserting rounds.
Instructor also uses hix hand and then &
mrﬁ‘. stating that both methods
may be used whenever loading handles
aré not availabls,
) E iRy magasing,
X Huumm hand or charg
 dBATIC OF BT,
Removing rounds.
Hi. Squad imitates the instructor; those men
aving no loading kasdle will vse the hand or
a charger.
Filling r=—

{#} Place rounds in a clean place,

(¥) Insert the leading hamdle or charger in
the sfocket and press home, relensing
wagasing calch,

Examine the magasine for to

m the refaining plates and d""“ﬂﬁwﬂ
fregs, see that the owler pan i3 not dis-
torted and rotates freely round cewfre
block, that the wmagarine calck is work-
ing amnd that the magasine is clean.

() Flace magasine on the thigh, one hand

www. vickersmachinegun.org.uk






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































