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» 303 VICHERS  MACHINE -« GUN. : e 15 5 bl

5=
Cn all oocoslons when & gun is used for instructional pu.rpnn“: the luﬂru.l.-.t.ur will H!.'I.t.l"ﬂ'. ’
gut the following safety procautions. L.
W
’ g il
Inspect all amunition to ensure that all cartridges are dusmies. .
In sddition thae Inllcl.ring safety precautions should beg taken at all tizesi- »

(a) NHever point o gun at anybody.
(v) "Unload ?m (pull boek crank handle on bo ﬁhn roller and release - ropont - press -
_trigger

GEMERAL DESCRIPTION.

mssei 1.

Bope of Gua, = The .30%3-inch Viekers Machine Gan. hll - by

W
. i

I. ,"
Ueight of Gun - About 40 1bs. with 6&/7 Pints of water in barrel casing, plus 13 to 15 lb!: -
of orocur plabing ns used in AF.V's. wki":

-
= bl

 Bate of Fire - About 50C rounds o minute. ’ . ' el

orees whigh th - Tho gun 1s worked by tuo forcesi- 108 -
i. The oxplaosion of the charge; vhich drives the ruaolling porklong 'bn-k. and :
ii. The furee spring; vhich' forcos the reaciling poertions twmd ap.’m. hh.l.'l b
action of the gun is therefors outomatle. " i
-
%,

* Ports affected hy rocoll - The parts of the gun affected by recoil are :-

(1) Lazzle GUp. F ;

(2) Barrel.
%) Blght and Left side plates. y e 4 ¥
« (4) Cronk and Crank Handle : ‘ ¥
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Eﬁ]l Fuzee and Chain. -2 -
6) Fuzee Spring.
(7) Gonnecting rod. :
(8) Losk.
- {(9) Foud block.
L]
' 6. Barrel Cosing - On the cubside of the barrel casing nre fitted the ouzzle attachment,

the foresight, tre screwed plugs for filling and saptying the water) adapter for
= condenser, and cork plug.

Inside the barrel casing are the barrel and stema tube. The basrel is surrounded
o by water for gooling purposes. When the gun is fired, the barrel becomes hot, which in
; burn heats bthe wakter. After obout 500 rounds the wator bolls and gives off steaa.

aot ! Insida and at the top of the barrel casing is the stean tube, which is Tibtted
> with o gliding valve. On the steas tubo are three holes, one nt the rear and t@oe at

' the front.

L Yhon the gun is fired with elevation, tho valve covers the remr hole ord nllovs
.ﬁ the stean to onter the front hole and pass oubt through the steas cscape tube.
!

Fittod to bhe odapter is the condenser tube which cerries tho stean frem the stoanm
o eseaps tube into the condenser can. In order to condense the stema, the condenser san

must be aboub tuo thirds full of water and the end of the condenscr bube placed bolow
the lavel &f the unter.

T« Breseh Cosing - The Breeeh Casing consists of 1=

b (1) Two Cutsido Plates.
8 {2 Botton Flata.
}i Front mnd Renr Covers.
(4) Rear Crosspiece.

. On the loft side of Brecch Casing wroi-

y (1) Fuzee Spring and Box.
[2) Left S1ida.
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On the right side o Brosch Casing are:-

(1) Cheek Laver.

(2) Right 5lide.

(3) Crank Handle.
On Rear Cover is the Tangent 5ight. On the Bottom Flabte is the 5liding Shutter.
Un the Rear Cross Ploce arei-

(1) Traversiag Handles (two)
(2) Safety Cateh
(3} Thumb Piece,

The Traversing Handles are fikted ns Oil contalners with brushes.
The Rear Cross Plece is held in position by the T Fixing Fin.

8. Feed - The gun is fod by o bolt, coatainin
. g 250 rounds, which so5 through the fecd-
block from right to left. ' o & ;

9+ Iripod = Tho Tripod consiskts ofi-

(Uj‘ One Rear and two Froat Legs with Jamming Handles.
2) Crosshend. .

5) Socket.

4) Traversing Clamp.

(5) Direction Diaml.

(&) Elovating Copr.

Attochod to tho Crosshend arc thoe erosshesd and elevating joint :
Ppins by moans of which
the gun Is fixed to its triped.

Ei::l.t-i:rn of dopressiecn is cbtained by the elevating gear, dlroctlon by bhe troversing
L Pp

The weight of the tripod 1s about 50 1bs.

L
10, Cun Chest - For the purpose of transit the gun is placed in the woodon chest provided,
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which alss carries the cleaning rod and spare barrel. = 4 =

1s Main Charactoristics.
(1) Cencentrated )
(2) Volume : ) Fire =
T} Accurata ]
4) Sustnined )

(5) Ranges beyoni thoso offcotive for rifles mnd light maschine guns.
(6) Small target while in action.
(T) Able to firoi=

(a) Over heads of own troops.

[b) Isdiroct.

(e) Blinded by smoke, ste.

(d) By night, if doylight proeporation made.

Due teoi-
Fixed mounting.
] Strong mechanism.
BHelt feed. .
Mater cooling.
int poenbered chen nounting tripod t=

a) Stamp in Tripod Legs when tactleal situabion allows.
(b) Relay between bursts.

Gongentrated mature of fire is unnffected Ly humen olement. (Fires with punch).

Provided sights set correctly and gur laid mccurately, o tired man will produce
fire affeact.

foctive Tri .
a) Looss jxwing bolt will cause slevabing wheel to rotate, therefore
slevating wieol must be stielr(i.e. tightish).

{b) Relay betueen bursts.
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REREwL L 1 bolt in mbout 2 minutes. This Tabte con bo malntained
indefinitely wlthout unduwe strain on guns or porsomnel, It oy
be suitably emplgred in the nsutralization of argas within LY
vnish the onomy is suspected.
Bopids <ccessievaen. 1 belt io about 1 minute. The avalliblility of assunition and

tho strain on guns and personnel will linit the longtn of timo
during whieh this rate of fire ean be maintalned., It will be
qnployed in engaging vulnerable or flooting btargets ond By
foro part of noutralization and harassing firs basks.

El“- WEEE R4t R R om R 1 bolt in ﬁhwtr four Him.l.t-l}!-
3. Rlﬂ!ﬂe&.?lu*
1} Meshanleal brosddowm cevssssscencess (org and training.
-{2] Et’m FEBRE S FaArn e E s EE R R YRR ] I:qn.ﬂ.uniur+
WP R et L R T srs-ss. Obher smoke in war.
G e e T sk bl Decoptive.
*(5) Muzzrlo Blast T a1 CHCCTC TP ilot szandbags, groundshegt.
*(6) Flash R e B e e Gereon from flanks.

* Do not provd a dissdvantage in an 1.7.V., os bthoe ear iz, usually, soon long
bafore firing coumgnees.

10AD. UHLOAD 4D CLBAR GUN.
IFMH .

do, 1 pulls thy erank hondle on to the roller with the right hoand, and odvancos his left
band to the left of the fecdblock, ready to grip the belt. When No. 2 has pessed tho tag of
the bolt bhreugh the foodblogl, Ha. 1 grips it and pulls the bolt through the foedblock as
far as possiblo. He wust pull the bolt gently and straight vhon doing s0. Ho relonscs tho
erank handle and roponts bhc above Boveuonts. Thilst pulling the crank handle on to the roller

tho belt will bo hold but not pulled with the left hand. .

: Ho. 2 opons o belt box, solzes tho ond of the belt with his right hand at the polnt
whore the tag joins tho fabrie, forefinger along the tag and pushes tho tag through the food-
Block as for os possiblos Ho oust onsure that tho bolt is not tuisted on ontoring the fged-
block.

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocalion - www.vickersmg.org.uk



- B -
NOTZ: Tho belt must bo pulled genbly ond straight through the feedblock; oen must aveld a
patural tundency te pull it to the rear and also avoid o tondency %o pull the belt and the
exank handlo sizultancously. Thero arg thrue distinet movementsi- (a} cronk handle back on
to roller, [b) pull belt, (e) rolease crank handlo and allouw it to fly foruard. (*hon crank
handla 1:..5 back on roller, tic shorp pull to bring eartridge into positlon is to the "left
front™.

"Unlond" -

If the tangont sight aas boon in use it will bo lowored by the Ho, 1, using his loft
hand. At tho samo timeo, witaout touching the belt, ho pulls Vhe crank handle on to thé
rollor tulco in succossion =ith his rigat band, alleuing it to fly foruard agaia 1o each cose.
He presses tho top ond bobboa powls of tho foodblock with his right hond, the top pawls with
the fingers and the bobtom with the thuch, toking care bto koop his hard sloar of the entraneo
%0 the feedbloek. on tho bolt is being withdrawn and the last round is elear of the feed-
block, ho will press tho bhuabplece.

Yo. 2 withdraws the belt froo the feedbloek whes No. 1 prossos the powls, steadylng the
bolt with his loft hand noar the bolt box and his right hand near the feodblock. Ho packs
tho bolt eorrectly in tho box oad sloses tho 1id.

HOTE: In all tha foregoling Mo, 1 is assisted by No. 2, but in 4.F.Ve How 1 will ob all bines
aat alone in losding and wnlooding.

*Cloor Gun" =

If the gun has beon firing - unlood as already taught bub when crank hondle is brought
back on boe rollor the sesond kbice hold it thore, ralse rear sover {palu of left tond flak on
Tangent Sight, ralse rear cover uita thust) rooove losk froc leck guidos (insert thunb of
loft hond ood ense lock forsoard with erank handle until it is disengaged j, 1ift lock = abt the
palig biue allowing the eraul handle to oove slovwly forvard, allowing the lock bo rost agalnzt
the hinge of the rear gover. Jibhdgas balt from feodbloek until first ropmining cortridge is
Just below the lip of the fecdblock = Hoport "Gun Clear®.

On the sounnnd "Lock iz - gover dowvn," bring the lock back into position by mgans of the
S gronk handla, giving assistonce with left hand 1 nocessary. HEnsurs bthot lock s lo correch
position before louwering cover by cenns of pals of left haod, keop eraak handle back on raollar.
Glose sover (sharp bhro: downuards,) pull belt back iate foedblock as already baught.

Vickers MG Collection & Research Assocalion - www.vickersmg.org.uk

k



3 = o
HUI8r Uhen o crew is hondling gunt Nos 1 adjusts sight and lays gun on barget reporbting TonF
when ready. No 2 theroupon radses his loft hand in line wita No. 1's shoulder a: the same
tize Nos» 1 raises tho sofety catch with his second fingers. On the comonnd ¥5ire® Nos 2
repoats to No, 1 ard drops his hand, .

LESSON 2 = £ N

The feollowing should be memorised (in abbreviated form as given YW Instructors - reosubo
“ the eode word “TLARFETCEB", )

Ganoral Folnts béfnrg stripping.

T 1. Use the correct tool, o.ge screwdrivers pecordlng to the gize of the servew, esrrach
punchos, ote. If this rule !s not cbserved, serows geb burred and can oniy be
romoved by on artificer.

L]

A4 2. Bofore ottenpbing te withdrow serewed nxls pins, nake certain thabt tho thresds of the
sorew aro fully unscreved.

4 3. When replacing serowed axis pins, do not use foreej the threads will engage without
UNNBCOSSALY RErUSSUra.

If this rule iz not observed, the threads, which nre oxtremely fine will bosamo so
burred that it =ill be inpossible to replaes the pin, o.g. cover lock, scrowed oxis pin.

B 4. Whon ralsing tho roor cover, do not bhrow 1t upwnrds, but 1ift it, the hinges aro
liable to sbrain.,  Bofore lowering see that the lock is corroetly in She gun.

¥ 5. Before closing down the front cover, seo that the feodblosk is correctly in positien
and the front cover coteh ralged,

B 6. The firing pin should never be roleased unless the exbractor is up 2g3dnst the tou
stap.

2 7. Whon removing pwrts secured by chains, do neot tug on the chains, otheruise thoy Lob
broken and the part oventuslly lest, e.g. outor casing split pin, cork plug, scrowed
plugs, tripod joint pins,
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8. With rezsonable care defocts and breokngoes in nachine guns should be of extronaly rars
oecurances They aro sloply duc to noglect of ordinary precautions.

9+ Direct hosoer blows uust nover fall on any part of the gun. Wood nust alsoys bu ploced
o¥er the part to recelve blows frow o haouer or nallet.

8 10+ In strippin; oxasinations ms tiue liuit will be ioposed; in order to aveld dascoo to

1.

2.

LB

4s

the gun by earoless handling.

O
L L Snfo blonsg beforo hand g the Gun.

LOCKs Unload, pull the erank handle on %o the roller, raise the rear sover, soo vhat tho
extracbor drops, place the fingor botween tho extractor and stop and 1ift the leck - o%
the sace tioe alloving the crank handlo to nove slowly forword untll the loek if <olossed
fran the side plates. Give the lock o slight turn and 1ift it out,.

MUZZIE ATTACHMENT. Withdraw the split pin, turn tho cuber casing (guorber turn %o lati)
and ropove it Unserew nnd remove the swzzlo cup using combination tool if nocossory.
(N.B. Muzzla Cup seroved right hond throad ),

Note nanes of folloving partsi-
(a) Front Cono and Dise. (b) Ports of Luzzle astaschacny.

FEEDBLOCK, Bodso bho front cover ond 11ft out using the fingere of bobh honds and ralsing
the feedblock vortienlly.

FUZEB SPRING BCX. With the web of tho right hand ab tho rear znd the left hond ot tho
front, press thoe box foruord unbtil cloar of the studs and repove. Disccanest She fu=oc
shaln froo bthe spring and rouove the box ard spring.

Note momes of following parts t-
(a) Clous of fuzes spring. S

{v) Viea Pig.

FUZEE. Turn the fuzeo to the runr until tho lugs on the sten are froe to be withdrosn.
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Noto nanges of follewing prtsi-
L (a) Juzee sten with leckin, lugs. (b) Fuzee chaln with trunnions.

6. RECOILING PORTIONS. Raise the rear cover, and holding the right hand troversing handls
ungcrew the T Flxlag Plon and lomor the roay ecross=plecot pull.cronk hondleo bock in order
to rest connecting rod in "bed®] renove tho right ond left slides cnd drow oubt the borrel
ard slde plotes. Disconnect the slde plotes; reooving the loft ono first.

Note nomes of folloulng portst-
a) Thinner portion of T Fixing Pln is o Ne. 5 Punch.
b) left ond Right Slides -
Ieft Slide with 1 cnder cuk stud.
Right 51lide with 1. Reller. 2: Collar and 5plit Pln,
{e) Right and Left Side Plates -
Loft Side Plato with 1. Prolonpgetion with recess.
1l. Extractor Spring.
111. Interrupted Flongo.
Right S5ide Flato with 1. Exbtractor Spring.
1l. Interruptaed Flongo.
111, Cronk.
1¥. ©Oronk Hordls, Tall ond Knob.
V. Connecting Rod with od justing nut & locking lugs.
{2) Barrel with l. Barrel Block.
1ls Trunndone.
11l. Radial Groowvo.
1V, Extroctor Groowes.
V. Cannolure Crosve.
¥1l., Thrends on ouzzlo (for nuzzle nup}-

E- Reverse all the foregeing opornbions.

B: Whan ossonbling the borrel and side plates, ensure that the radial groowe is upperocst
and that no force is used. Tho right side plake should be ccnnected first. If tho sido
n:.ﬁu pro aobt hood on the borrel trunnions ond crookshaft, the barrel oust bo withdrown and
jis 6ide plates properly nsseobledj otherwise burrs on the crockshaft ooy ccour.
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