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DISTRIBUTION oviks GENERAL

3:}““",“},”;,,‘?;?,:};“ AT S R Suwall Arms Training, Vol I Pamphiet No. 7. Part 1,
Gin T (leals in gemeral with the bandling of tho gan, It aims at
e ',:;f’ﬁ,ﬁ:”;f":m (e 0 \ruining g Rambevs 1 doll; asd’ the appliation of drill to
f!-)r?a.cl!, ) 2 pround, thus fitting 2 man to take bis piace s & member of a
" 8 machine gun toam in battle. of i A
: It further aims at tmmu headquartecs toons and

5 CONTENTS pections in their duties in the field.
Geneml = : (e drills are faranged to meet the average conditions of
Ddinitions .. e ) mobile wasrfare, Latitude must be exercised in their applica-

tion. For exaumple, in an ive programme shoot D
may foquire Assastance.

These drills are generally appropriate to cavalry.
The duties given for the infentry are applicable to
vquivalent ranks in the cavalry.

Section 11, Tk-meumry fun dnlL-—

Tesson 45, Fake post L. 4
v 48, Mount and dismount. guu 3 g
o 47, Load wot wnload ., s
o 95 Action wnd cerso fiving
w490 Cloar gun hnd itand clear =
4w 50 To ndjust the sights jnd I.x) the an
o Sh Fice, stop, and go on
o B2 Constatetoy (of up and nd)uumcrt af

DEFINITIONS
(See alto S.AY,, Vol I, Pamphlet No. 7, Part 111}

clamp .. . Are of fire.—Arc over which it is desired that the guos
BB ATMVEIIR et s ors can bear from a given gun position, Its boundaries are
> 54 Swingng travetso .., s described as ** right of arc " and '“ Joft of arc,”
i 55, Comfrolled commetions, direct

Auxiary aiming mark,--A gon aiming mark indicated
Ly the fire comtroller in the target area, with the object of
maumtaining fite on the target. It is employed when, for any
reason, & point of aim on the target is not veed.

Deflection ~—A Iateral displacement of the Iines of any or
Wl gons,
Direct fire.~—~\When the gun is kaid directly on the target
by means of the backsight and foresight.
Fire control.—The necessary arrangesients and ondors for
Jitting the target, ;
Fire controller.—The individual responsible for giving the
erders for the engagement of a target to the men of a fire
umt,
Fire direction.~The tertn applied to instructions given
by the commandder of more than one fire onit 1o the fice ubit
commanders as to how their fire is to be applied.
Gun alming mark. A mark on which a gun is laid to
Jwse the bullets to strike the corfect position on the target
for that gun,

o 56 Conitrolled corrections, inditect 1.
Secction 12, Tests of clementary grun drill and (nstrumonts
Section 13, Signals ... “s v e
Section 14, “Advanced roachine gon bandling.—

Mian-bandling of loads ...

s 58 Moonting the Fun on oxposed gml,nd

4, 89 Mounting the gan on uneven groond ..,

.+ 80. Bringing the gua Into ackin, as part of a

.. .section, mhaking use of cover ..
Section 15. Vehicles v
Lesson 61, Loadibsg tracks
Section 16;- Visual tradning.—
Losson 62, Indication and :vcogmt..on {without alds)

w83 Indication tod Tecognition (with wlds) .5

o B4, Directfire oxders for gun numbcn R

Judging distance test L., (G5 ve
Section 17, Seation deill.—Direct fiva.—
Lomon 65, Prepare for action and come [nto action,.,

w66 Cenge firing and on tracks... o

o G Lbng Aty OGRS SO BRI

{Conainmed- on page 1 of co9er) L
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In action.—A machine gun is said to be in iaction when itis
mounted with reference to its arc of fire and the necessary
men, ipment, and ition are p
enadlo fire to be opened when ordered.

Indirect fire.—When tho gun = laid to hit a given target
by other means thaa by laying on it direct.

Laying.—The process of clevating (or deprossing) and
travessing a gun until its axis is made to poiot iy any given
direction.  On conclosion of this process the gun is said to be
Jaid.

Linei~The direction in which a gun or guns are pointed,

Near limit of arc.-~The near edgo of the zone on which
fire: is requisod. r J
Observed fire.—Wiien the eifect of the fire can be observed
rom the gun or from the fire controller's observation post,
Observation post,—A post from which a particular aréx
can be kept under observation, ‘or from which artillery and
miachine gun fire can be controlled and corrected.

Pivot gun.—The gui ussd as w basis for calcplation.

Position in readiness.-~The position at which the guns

are taken off the vehicle or pack ani prep v to i

into action. 1t will normally be the nieatest paint to the gun

positicns t0 which the vehiclo or pack animals can be brovght.

Ragistering.—The recording of the direction and elevation
necessary to Bit any: given tiarget as found by ranging,

Rendezvous.—A pre-arranged place of wxsembly - (6,v.),

Zero Une—A lne of reference, on which all guns: are
pamdicl, and from which switches are meisured,

Safety Precautions
On alt occasions when the gun and dummy cartddges ace:

sexd for instructional purposcs the instructor will carry ot

the following safety procautions s

i Inspect all docks to ensure that the striker docs not.
protrude through the ficing pin hole.

i Inspect all ammunition to ensure that all cartridges are
dummivs, ¢

Norg.—~When instruction is b‘:ﬁ given i uwchunkul

sublects, D.P, stores, if avaitable, will always be wsed,

t at the gun to

3

SECTION 11.—-ELEMENTARY GUN DRILL

|, During eclementary gun drill the gun will be
mounted to suit the sitting position, but emphasis will
be laid on the fact that, on active service, the tripod will
slways be adjusted to suit the ground and available
cover.

2. The object of clementary gun drill i (0 ronder the man

graficient in the duties of gun numbers in bandling the weapon,

4. It aims at teaching the man —
i. To mount and dixmonnt the gun.
i To load and unioad the gun,

i, To bring the gun into action.

iv. To ceass fining.

v. To adjust the sights and &y tho gun. .

vi. To fire the gun, to stop firing; and to go on firing.

v, Consistenicy of tap and adjustment of clamp, travens.

ing and the swinging traverse.

viii, Controlled ' corrections, direct and indirect fire,

Instrictor's: Nofes
Methods of earrying owt the drill, .

I The stores reguired wary according fo the portion of tke
drill whick 18 being carried out, bt for all drills the squad regquives
W opun, dripod, spare paris oxse cow . Cordenser con and
Irihe, and ome ammunilion box with beits and dummy cartridges.
Wien additional stores ove sequired, delails ave given i the
(nrlruetional notes.  The condenser tube wused will consist of a
friece of 1j-inck rope, six feet long. $

2. Layisg owt tke stores.— Before the sgwad falls in, the gun
and tripod will be Placed in lime on the pround a few paces
apart, tripod on the left with the legs fo the rear; the mwzele
of the gun pointing o the front, the condenser the olfacked,
and tke spare parts case cloe fo and on the right of the gun.
Lhe itior box and cond gan will be placed about a
face aparl with the condénser con on the vight, & few paces in
rear-of the gun and iriped,

8, Fall sn-The squad is fallen sw, in single rauk. The
instrwctor delails any three anen.  He falls them in & short

- Wistance in veay of the stores and wumbers them off. The remainder

of the squad wnder instruction is el in such @ position that

 the mavinium besefit is derived, altkongh they themselves are wol

WL the meoment actihg as Nos, 1,2, o0 3.

If ot any bime the instrucior wishes to chasge round Nos. 1,
U i 3, ke showid order ' Fall owi 1", No. | become: No. 3,
No. 2 becomes No, 1, and No, 3 deconmes No, 2, the detachment
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weure,  He reports ** ition and ch can
perect 7' {or otherwise), to No. 1.

~ Al Nos. will now lie facing forwand with their arms folded.

Nede--When tke' gfomcd is foo wet, ke detachwent shouid be
trucied to kneel instead of lying down, bud walerproof sheets

Mo ld be wsed fo avold this when possible,

yenumbering al once, (he imslrucéor. ddadug dhree fresh mumbers.
1o take their place when ke wishes to dp o
4, The instencior must sée that the slmndad of drifl 3s miains
fained throughot, that the Nos, remiain shill and corvectly pla
on The ipletion of any Y movement, particidarly
e sfm»g or lysng pasitions. .
When the nu’lnfapr ansbts 1o explain, eriticize, or demonstrale;

K wild fivst order ** Rest ™ to alices of relaxafion of the musoless
Before the drill is seswmed N will ensure that the Nos. adopl the
correct position, aklt and ready for-any. order.. This will b3
effected by the order ' Position ™
So far as iz possible, the dudiés of No. 1 will first be lateght,
and priactised by the akole squad. The instricior will-then fewek)
aied practise the dulies of Nos, 2 and 3 in that ordey, befors
dralling the detachment coltectively.
5. The orders given by the instrucior aye given in. Snierteds

. 3 i il B "
zx:‘:':;gu;k o o e e T e remcaining nlulms of No. 1 and the duties of Nos. 2.and 8
i X U then be tanght in that ordev, -

LESSON 46 -MOUNT AND D}SMOUN'I."GUN
Imstructor's Notes

S he instrictor will indicale to No. 1 the spat over which fhe

Aot 4z 1o Be led, and the divection dn whick the gun will

Poinl. This spol:skouid be o /m ;wds in /ronx of Ne. 1.

I'he action of No. 13% g ike TRIPOD

b tanight first, ending and lxpnmug rzspcdnv!y at the poin!
No. 1 15 seated brzmd Ihe tripod, end kas withdrawr ke

LESSON 45-—TAKE POST

“ Take post **.

The detachment will tarn to the tight, with the excoption ol
No, 1.. No. 1 doubles forward and lies down on the left of
tripod, | He inspects the tripod to see that tho clevating and)
crosshead joint pins are properly in position and turacd downis
both clevating screws aqustly exposxd. traversing clamp suffis
ciently tight 1o prevent the crosshead from swinging rounds
when the tripod 15 being cartiad, the crosshead over the reat

“ Mount gun ',
No. 1 jumps to lm feet, picks up the tripod and doublex
rward with it, placing it on ‘the ground with the socket on
4 indicated.  Standing astride the Jogs, he Jocsens both
. I m; handles simuitansonsty, grasps the credshead bracket
tar forward as possible with e m and wxet)h us(“opr;‘;\:':i
" ward movement, erects (Plate 6). -
\ tho tripod with the Jeft hand at the crosshead bracket, the

arm resting on the thigh, he ensures that the rear leg

leg. direction dial sscure, and alt three Mgs togethor  and) round and the socket upnight over the spot indicated,

r?gmptd secarely. i ‘ L tightens up both jamming handies with the nght hand i
When Nos. 2 and 3 have teported to him, be reports 4 | Jansibio, After putting a final pressure with each hand on the

correct”” {or othenwiss), to the instractor, 3 mming handies, be sits down beh:nd the tripod, ressoving
No. 2 doubles forward, les down on the right side of the g, » elevating and crosshead join

He places the strap of the spare parts case on his right shouldesy)
and itspects the gen to sec that the mnzzle attackment and’
biast deflector are correctly adjusted. and the comden
tube Btted, that the feedblock ks in the gan, and the from
cover locked, that the shiding shutter & closad, the tangen|
sight set at 600, that the Jock is'in the gup, and that the T
fixing pin i3 screwed bome and wvertical. He repo
« Gun correct '’ {or otherwise) to No, 1.
No. 3 doubles forward and hies down between the con
can xond ition box, Hed s the liners to soo that
coards are in the front of the belts and pomlmgthonght i
He closes and fostens the box, He iaspects the conden
can to see that the cap is screwsd in position and thit the Als

Ay-w-’;nMNO. (hemonthouipod No. 1 hancls
0 2 the ¢ d joint

n, and gﬂpu the left travending
lioalle with the left hand. &bﬁn has inserted the Gross-

Weod joint pin, No. X will insert tboehvaﬁngp&ntmmdm
the handle down, He levels the gun by means of

Wheol, teste by tapping the travemsing vorsing handles to see if the
wdjuntment of the traversing clamp is nppmunmuly coaxect,
| Bchtoting o b itif ¥y sits, 1 t
fromt of b
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Praye 6

Nu, 2 opens the sliding shuttes, and, picking up the gun with TRECTING THE TRIFOD
Iis left hand grasping the right traversing bandls and his right
arm over the barrel casing, doubles forward o the right sida
of the fripod, arriving about the time No. 1 is removing. the
pins. He sinks on to the left knee, places the gun on the tripod,
supporting the barrel casing with his right thigh, and with his
right band drives in the crosshead joint pin which No. 1 has
banded to him, finally torning the handle down (Plate 7). He
retains his hold with his loft hand on the right traversing
handle until the pin is home. He lics down on the right of the.
gun, boking towards the gun, his head in line with, bat bolow,
the level of the feedblock. When No. 3 has brought up the
ammunition box and condenser can, No. 2 plices the former.
in live with the feedblock, and inserts the condensor tube into,
the latter,

No. 3 removes the wooden cover of the ammunition box,:
rips open the 1ids of the liners, presses down the lids of the
tiners, and replaces the wooden cover,

No. 3 unserows, but not completely 5o, the cap of the con-
denser can.  He doubles forward to the right side of the Fon,
carrying the ammunition box in his left hand, the condensor
can in his right, arriving just as No, 2 lies down, He places
the condenser can in o soitable position near the tripod, and
the, ammunition box within exsy reach of No. 2, with the
securiag pin towards the feedblock, He romoves the cap of |
the condenser can, doubls Lack to n suitable position and
lies down.

Note,—When the gun has been wosnted and Neos. 1,2, 0nd §
are in posilion, the instrictor showld vemsark whether ——

ke actions of Nos. 1,2, and 3 and their finial positions wers
oNTech.

The trigod is swounted with veferonce 4o the divection indicated.

The gun is level and arosskead over the vear log,

The socket i5 wupright and over the spot indicated.

The trigod is at a suitable height for No. | {until No. 1 has..
beom tawght o mount the gun in service Positions, the instructor
will see that the vear leg is switaBly adfusted before the gun i3

motenled),

The sliding shulter is opew,

The traversing clamp is wot foo loase,

The clevating and crosskeod foimt pins ave home and Iched.

The jamming kandles are really tight.

Thke ommmumition box is dosk to, ond in line with, the Jeedblock,
wilh the securing pin disengaged, comienser can in position, and,
tube interted in i1, 3

The sqicad will be sBowm how o correct a leaning moNNIIng on
the fivst occasion i arises, 4 1
)

www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk



8

Praze 7
MOUNYING THE GUN

9

Frate 8
POSITION SITTING




n

10 p
ency to pull it to the rear, i.e. towards No. 1, which
it prevent the round being fed correctly into the feedblack,
Bhould any man exhibit & tendency fo slur the i

“ Dismount gun ', .
No. 1 removes both pins, steadies the gun with his right!

hand, and, after No. 2 has removed the gun, roplices the pi ons it may be advisable to make him load ' by aumbess ”,
and toms the handles down,  He jumps to hus feet, sta nting aoud while doing so.
astride the tripod and lo both jamming handkes simul Yhe actions of Nos. 1 and' 2 in loading and ualoading will
taneously, allowing the tri to collapsa on the grounds B taught together.

- Grasping the crosshead bracket with both hands, and givi Unload **.

the tripod a sharp Gpward and forward movement, he fol

up the Jogs anda;&om the tripod on the ground.  He ‘clamp

| up both jamming handles and les down on: the left of tise
tripod. He reconditions the tripod. if necessiry, &sin ™ Tal
past,”

No. 2 pushes the ammunition box to the right, jumps
his feet, and. after No, 1 bas removed the pins, lifts the
off the tripod. He moves to the right clear of No, 1, ¢k
the sliding shutter, and places the gun on the ground. He
down on the right side of the gon, reconditioning it, if nec
ry, a8 in "' Take post.”

No, 3 doubles forwnnd, seizes the ammunition box in Higs
Jeft hand and the condenser can in his right, and places thoni)
on the ground & fow paces in rear. He lies down betwoen thed

1 ition box and L can, ditioning them
' in “Take post.”

Nole—The instructor wili order ** Replace slores ' when Aes
wishes the slores (o be velwrmed o their position as originafiyd
laid owd. :

11 the tangent sight has been in use it will bo lowered by
No. 1, vsing his loft hand. At the same time, without
Buching the belt, he pulls the crank handle on to the roller

ko 10 succession with the right hamd, alowing it to fly .
wird again in each case, He presses the top and bottom
Is of the feodblock with his right hand, the top pawls
ih the fingers amd the bottom with the thumb, taking
v to keep his hand clear of the entrance to the feedblock.

0 the belt is being withdrwn and the last round is clear

the feedblock; he will press the thumbplece.
Mo, 2 withdraws the belt from the feedblock when No. 1
o) thie pawls, steadying the belt with his left hand nesr
ammunition box and his right hand near the feadblock,
packs the belt correctly in the liner, presses down the
b and replaces tho wooden cover.

LESSON 48.—ACTION AND CEASE FIRING

S Action ™. "

Now, 1, 2, sk 3 perform the duties leamt in “ Mouat gun'”

| " Load ', the gun being loaded as soon as it is correctly

hunted (Plate 8).

M Coase firing *'.

Noo, 1, 2, and 3 perform the duties learnt in ** Unload "

Bl " Dismount gen ', the gun being dismounted as soon as
b been unloadled correctiy.

LESSON 47.<LOAD AND UNLOAD

“ Lowd "',

No. 1 pulls the crank handle on to the roller with the right
hand, and advances his left hand to the Jeft of the feadblo
ready to grip the belt. When No. 2 has passed the tag of
belt through the feedblock, No. 1 griﬁc:t and pulis the
through the feedblock as far as pessible. He must pull
belt gently and straight when doing so. He releasos the ¢
hamdie and repeats the above movements, Whilst po
the crank bandle on to the rolier the belt will be held, but
pulled, with the left hand.

No. 2 opens the ammuonition box, seizes the end of &
with the right hand at the point where the tag joins the fabs
forelingor along the tag, At pushes the tag the fo

: block as far as possible, He must ensure that the belt is
| twisted on entering the feedblock.

: Emphasize that the helt must bo pulled gently and st
: through the feedblock.  The men must aveid the nal

LESSON 49.—CLEAR GUN AND STAND CLEAR
 Clear gun '’
Mo, 1 pulls the crank handle on to the roller, raises the
¥ cover, removes the lock from the Jock guides, and cases .
crank handle forward, aliowing the lock to rest against
hinge of the rear cover, Ho reports *¢ Gun cicar ',
Note 1] it is desivable to replace the lock in the pwn and ¢close
B rrar cover, but mol lo load ke gux, the commond “Lock in
oy down " wnay be wsed. If the gin i3 logded, " Clear gun'’
be preceded by Unload ™,
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+ Stand clear ', :
Nos; 1, 2, and 3 jump to their feet and stand at cuse in
rear of the gun, No, 2 on the sight. {
Nos: 1 and 2 will leave dial sights, if in use, and spare parts
case on the position, b
Note—The order ** Take post ™" will be wsed when it is desive
tkat Nos, 1 and 2 shoidd adops their posifions af the gwn, !

winbpiece pressed for abost four seconds before releasing
y g again, jonatly checking his aim  between
(Iaty, No, zuiw‘em his hand.

Stop ',

1 i fiately red Press on the thumbp? and
catch, He checks his alm, relaying on to the origmal
t of alm if vecessary.

The wheel skowid occasionally be {urned while No. 1
in order fo emsure correcd reloying when “ Sop U is

P LESSON 30--710 ADJUST THE SIGHTS “AND LAY

THE GUN
Insdrictor's Notes . M Go on ', . 3 roo b
Before the lesson is begun, instriction in aiming must hai o3 resunigr thoockion 3% detafled a8 s

been given.

A few gimple rargels sall be pointed oui, the object being
Lo doachk yecopmilion, but cleaw and accuraie kopdiing by the N

The anxlructor. should order. " Lay!'" when ke wacts No.
o do 30,

1f ne matiral aiming points ave avitlable, a londscupe Liurgs

woy br wsed, being placed at any convesient distance jrow (A

LESSON §52.~CONSISTENCY OF "TAP AND
ADJUSTMENT OF CLAMP

Instructor's Nole :
I ke gun will be' logded.

1. To teach a consistent tap.
biect is to develop 2 consistent automatic tap, n
Joe that the line of sight is displaced the same ansount
) time the gon is tappet
) man will I»' practised in tapping the gun in both
hections, the iastrector noting the consistency..  Corvect
fliog will be taken after cach tap.
ot The tnstrwctor will explain the foliowing points ;-

14 strowg tap with a tight camp s preferable o a weak

tap with a loose damp.

i, When lapping with either hand, the gun must be jeld
correclly with the otker hand, and the safely calch
kept raised.

Wi, The eyes must be divected to the frond, and wol wl the
rear end of the pin or aloyg the sights.

2 To adjust the clamp:

B i

L,
The gin will be loaded bufore the exercize begins.,

. .. . hundred (or fifty) . . . Indication . . . lay

No. 1 raises the tungent sight and adjests the slide to
range ordered.  When ordered, Ne begins to lay the gun
ing it until the cosrect direction js obtained, and elevati
o essing until the aim is correct, Ho orders No. 2 $0
Joosen the traversing clamp when a lxrge change in direction
is necessary, and to tighten the clamp ugain when the gun
roughly aligned on the target. No. 1 retests his clamp,
A ing ‘the gun, or turning the wiheel, No. 1 n
tains cobtrol of the gun by keeping the diseng:svd Band §
the traversing handle. When the gon is Jaid he orders * On
to No. 2, who raisss his left hand in e with No. 1's should
at the same time No. 1 saising the safety catch with his 5660
fingers.
Sboukd No.. 1 fail to understangd an order at any time

will call ** Repeat. '’. Instructor's Note
LESSON 51.--FIRE, STOP, AND GO ON tdditional stores »=-M.G. fargel (SAT., Vol. 'V, 1931,
.. 5 ie 665),
Rire U he gion will be wounted and loadad 25 yards from e target.
by a quick and even t of the thumbs, keopi e object in to ascertain the degree of tightness sequitod

oyes diroctly on the target. He will fire in bursts, wg , : P‘-r :;wlc;s:s‘ :::?p in x :.:t ::: gn- of sight mhy bo

:

:
No, 1 instantly pr in the thumbpiece as far as
www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk
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) - : h
- No. 1 proceeds as in Lesson 52 (3), excopt that after cac

! l.-ml:e firing again, he relays his gun on to the target
v iately above or below the point to which his tap has
od e,
ENU “The instructor will wam the No. 1 in ordes “that
xix'rfmacv ol“tmvcrx'mg may be a.\\'a.ftaum:!‘: he will not
k bis nim or relay oo the command ** Stop .

The fnstrector will tenel how to'test and adjust the clanp,
He will explain to the men that the interval between bulls,
at 3 distance of 25 yards, subtends 15 minutes, He
ensere that if the gun moves too much or too little when
n?: are testing the ctamp, that the clamp is aktered and
¢ :

Whanever the gun i mounted, ot a new No. 1 takes post
at the gun, No. 1 tests the adjustment. The instru
diooldpointoulthehnpomanoool(hiﬁm.andalso :
importarsos of the ““ foel * of the correct tightaess, s Jater ol
no row of bulls will be available to assist in the adjustment

3. Combination of i y and adj

The object of this exercise is to test the man's consistencys
of tap and adjustment of clamp.

The isstructor will inform the No. 1 which way e has to
tap, will then give a suitable mange, #nd order to get the
gun Jaid on to one ond of 3 horizontal row of bulls,

ordered, No. I will lay the gan on to the bull

LESSON 84 —SWINGING TRAVERSE
Imslrsector's Node

Y dlitional stores =~M.G. ltargel (S.AT., Veol. ¥, 1931,
B i A betore
0. 1 Joosens his traversing clamp and then lays as

1 rght or left end of the target. When ordered to fire,

% the gun slowly to the right or left, maintaining
on the thumbpiece throaghout., He moves the gun,

by a movement of the forcarms alone, but by kmpuitg

upper part of the body fairly rigid and forcing it over in
required direction. ks

JEx plain that this sethod of b & 45 anly y

.'ima’; Largets i very close vamges, whew the wormal

f traversing is likely to prove oo sicie.

Yo follineing points will de explained i :

I The traversing clamp st wot be so loose that No. )
loses control of the guw. the ‘vibration of the gun

inNg o SRy, :

" J.::”‘rd;::"g/‘m?:znm 5kofdd be such thal the line of
sight 45 moved abowt 1 yard n two :vamds. whcn.ﬂle
target ix 25 yards from ‘:fufm. The mowrmen: of
the grn 15 almost imperceplitie. )

.'k: MJ»ubpi«c showld be pressed before the gum beging

o move,

On tho order * Fire *', No. I fires a burst, releases press)
on the thumbpicce, and strikes the traversing  hand)
:kﬂminithe gan through an angle of 1S minates, He fices:
another burst, taps as before, and will continue to do
firing & burst after cach tap until ordered to stop,

Noves,—1. The instructor will warn the No. I that in &

g-rhcu!u Gase he will not check his aim or relay Detwoe :
ursts or on the command * Stop "',

Bloved.

3. Progressive instruction will be given in tapping righg
and left on & MG, target.

LESSON 53.—TRAVERSING

The tmportance of the mounting being uprighl must
wckor be om rreef, N 3
o pa iv. The |ll»\fn‘- principies alone will be explained 1o the men,
; Additional stoves MG, tovget (S.AT., Vel v, 1981 as proficiency con owly be oblained wken the gin it

Plate’ 66),
f The snstructor- will explain that the object of this lessom
4 that in traversing the firer will combine comsistemcy of tap
with matnienance of the live of sight on the farget.
For drill in ivaversing, the gun will b mounled and o
25 yards from the M.G. farges. 3
The instructor will informs the No. | whick way ke has
travevie ; ke will then give @ switable somge, and order to y
the gun laid o (o ome end of an obiigus rozs of bulis. |

being fired.

WSSON 55 CONTROLLED CORRECTIONS, DIRECT
Instrucior's Notes
The gun will be loaded ond fire opened before she lessom

BFhe objece is 1o teach: No: 110 reloy the g ofer alierin the

Ir in obedience {0 @ corvection in eleva
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““Stop . . . Up {or Down) . . . Go on ', )

No, 1 adjusts his sights in accordance with the order, rolay
on to his original point of aim by turning the hand
and confinwes firing.

LESSON S6——CONTROLLED CORRECTIONS,
INDIRECT
Instructor's Notes

Additional stores -—1dial sight and aiming post,

The gum all be wounted, dial sight aftocked, and. an aim
pet pul oved aboud 135 yords in front and {0 a fank, A swit
yosge will be set om the vange drum of the dial sight, and
smstructor will adjust the collimator to the aiwming post.

Before fhis lesson No. 1 st have recetved instriction i 4
wse of the graduations on the elevation drums of the dial &
He should hace an clewentary knowledge of the funciions of i
alming post.

I Elevation. :

The object is to teach the No. 1 10 relevel the Hubblo afte
adjusting the moge drum, or angle of sight dram of the di
sight, in obedience 1o a correction in clovation.

5, ““Stop . .. Up lor Down) . . . Hundred (or
«..Goon ", g

No. 1 adjusts the rango drom as ordered, oleviates o
depromses the gun by taming the handwheel until the bubbl
L ), cbsocks and, if v, adjusts the alignment @

i
the collimator.
. % Stop . . . Up for Down) . .. Min. . . . Go on?*
No. 1 adjusts the de of sight drom as ordered, ele
or depresess the gun by tuming the handwheel until
bubble is central, checks and, if necessary, adjusts the &l
ment of the collimator,

2. Deflection,

The object iz to teach the No. 1 to telay on to the &
post, after adjusting the deflection dram, in obedience to
cormection in deflection, -

““Stop. Right {or Left) . . . degrees . . . minutes

No. 1 adjists the deflection dram a5 ordered, then taps
r\vn ovor until the odm is again refakl on to the aiming
Wheo relaid the babble should be central; if not, the N
will contrwlize it by tarning the handwheel, and readjnst
cellimator on to the amming post. p

17

SECTION 12, TESTS OF ELEMENTARY GUN DRILL
AND INSTRUMENTS

1. The foliowing tests have been devised to wssist officens
in testing the : of their men in elenentary gun drill,
snd to ensure that no detail of the drill is overlooked: It i
Important that these tests shoold not be omsidered solely
s competitions against time, for although quickness =
nocessary, accuracy’ is the frst essontial. No man should
therofore be passed s efficient unless all tho points e
correctly carmied out, even though Be may complets them in
the standand time.  Meon who, whilst passing the tests for
wocurucy, slightly exceed the standard tinse, should be tested
sgiin before being put back for farther instruction.

2, The tests muast be carried out in strict accordance with
the detailed insfructions given under the appropriate para-
praphs of elemsentary gun drill, for unless the smallest details
nre insdsted upon, the time limit will not be applicable, In
carrying out the tests time can be saved if the first detachment
complete tests 1 to 4 ively, the remainder can be
carned out a8 convenient.

3. It should be noted in tests 1, 2, 8, and 4 that all numbers
are being tested in their own partivolay duties as No, 1,
No. 2, or No. 3, sad the tests shouwld pot be regarded as a
test of the No. 1 only.  Therclore, 4 man is not considenx! to
have passed these tests until he has paosed in the duties of
wll nombers. -

4. It is essential for each man to have passed tests 1 to 8
before proceeding with the anovoal machine gun course.

A record will be kept by cach company commander and
produced for imspection s requirel,

5. Method of conducting the tests,

The conditions of the test will be explained before the test
beging, inciuding the time allowed foe the test, and when
the time allowiance begins and finishes.

Nore.~~Jf a stop watch is mot availatde, a timekecpor
must be appointed,

Stores required -—As for all clementary gun drill in tests
| to 8.

Words of command will be given a5 in the appropriate
heading o clomentary gun drill.

Test No. 10 will be carried out by foll rank n.c.ox only,

www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk
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4. Fleld signals.—
A. Platoon serjt.

SECTION 13.-SIGNALS SR 2 0 o join. v
. tion comdrs. mmediat
1. In addition to the signals already taoght in Infantry R Before section
Traising, 1957, Secs. 30-32, the foliowing signals are . Seokions etk A training.
for fire control and wse fu the field by machine gun units, Lok ;

AA All ncos to
join platoon conxdr,

2. They will be more easily remembered if, instead of being
taught in ono lesson, they are introduced when tim relative
stage of training is reached,

B, More smmunition

Xeru During section
3. Rlre control signals. H. Tr;:’cm tmocon'w i)
ard.

W. Wator required,

Sigoal | Ontepesotion | Whea tawgm

——— — e e

() B | ) {3)

Now 2 with bie baed radsed | Gun ready 1o fire. | Whiles teochisg ad.
in line with and bohind | | jesting the sighta
the shoalder of No. 1, i i sod laying the gun,

) EOD.

Norg—If " wind " I oedered No, 2 wii lower his hand o reecips of the
sficwamcr. Ho will eaisc his hand again whes No. 1 hua mado the
Aowance,
Both arms fully extended, | Aotica,
roised frous the sides to s |
posithon level with the
shoulders sl lowered
sgain.  Thia motion s
repeaied quickly Bovonad
tmoe.
Aren. swung in s clceudar | Coane tlring.
=otion 1 front of the

Fire controller with his to fee.
P Ay rmere gl oot ol s
shoulder,

Fite  costeollec’s  band | Fire.

Joworedd 10 the wide.

Fire veateoller’s arm waved | Stop.

Morieontolly 10 and fro,

Nowwo—No, 2 will deder No. 1 to atop.

Fire controlier-—
Semaphore  When using QF When wsing QA
U Up 50 yards Up 107 i
N Pown 50 yards . Down 10* piatoon
T Right 30° drill,
L Tolt 30 indirect
fire.
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