


Small Arms Trainisg, Vo, hmphld No. 7, Paﬂ. , 'dglt in
mnlm(bt&ohndﬁudd\em Tt aizos ol teatolog gun
nambers in drill, and the application of drill V(m-d; :
iuluumnloukoblsphnuanembcrolsmmm
team in battle. 7

It furthor aims at training b«dqum platoons and
in their duties in the Seld,

mdn!lnmmdwwm;wmﬁnm
mobile warfare, Latitode must bo exercbod in their application.
For example, in an extensive program skoot Va 2 may w\lu
wwistance,

Mdrﬂh-nsumlbnmprhnwnnby The
duties given for the infantry are applicable 1o equivalemt
ranks in the cavalry.

DEFINITIONS
(Sce aleo SAT, Vol. T, Pamplet No. 7, Part IIL)

Arc of fire—Are over which it is desired that the can
bear from a given gun position. s boundaries are
ax “right of uk"md%olm" :

Auxiliary aiming moark.—A gun aimisg mark indiested by
the fire controller in the target aren, with the object of maistais-
fng fire on the targot: It is employed when, for any reason, s
pont of aim on the target s not wsed,

Deflection.—A lamxld:moltbolinudwor
all guny,

Direct fwmlhmnuhwdmﬁhmmuw
by means of the backsight and fom&hl.

m«:-uvl-—mmlmmnundm&n
hittinig the target.

Fire controller—The individual responsible for givieg the
orders for the engageosent of a target to the smen of a fire usit.

Fire dircetion.—The term applied to instructions given by
the commander of more than one fire umit to the fire unit
commnnders as to how their firs is to be applied.

Gun aiming mark.—A mark on which a gun is faid to cause
the bullets to strike the correct position an the tangot for that gun.
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In action.~A machine gun i sid 1o bo in action when it

lnounlcd vnlh relerence to its are of fire and the necessazy men,
and ition are p at tho gus to emable

fire to be opened whe ordesed,

Indireet fire.~When the gun is lnid to Bt a given target
by olber means than by laying os it direct.

Laylng.—The proces of clevating (or do;wmng) and travers-
e & g until its axis is made 10 point in any given direstion.
-On comcbasion of thix procos the gun is said to be Jawl.

Line—The direcction in which o gun or guns are pointed,

N«vl!uhof-n.—'l‘nemr«lum‘ﬂemmwhn& fire
i requized,

Observed fire.—When the offect of tho fice eas be observed
from the gun or from the Bre conlrolier's observation post.

Observation post.—A post from which s parlicular ares can
be kept usdor observation, or from which artiflery and machine
gon fire can be controlled and corrected.

Pivol guns~The gun used as a basis for calculation,

Paosition_in readiness.—The pesition at which the guss are
taken off the vehicle or pack animnk paratony to ing into
wetion. It wall pormally bo o nearest $0int to tho guD positions
to which the vehicle or pack aninsals can be browght.

Registering.—Tho recording of the direction and clevalion
necesary o lm any given target ne found by megiog.

Rendexvous~—A preamanged place of wsembly (v,

Zero line—A line of rofersmes, on which all guns are parallel,
and from which switches are measured.

Safety Precautions
On ali ooeuwm when the zan arwl duosmy cartridgos are used
P the i will earry out the follow-
th afety pr«'auuom —

i Inspoct all lorks to cosure that the striker does not

protrade through the firing. pin holo. .
i, Tovpect all ammunition to enwire that afl eartridges are

dunmmbes.

Nore~When instruction is boing given in mechanical subjects,

D.P, stozes, if available, will always be used,

SECTION 1L—ELEMENTARY GUN DRILL

1. Doring clementary gun deill the gun will be monnted
to suit the »itting pesition, bat emphasis will be laid on
the fact that, on active seeviee, the teipod will always be
adiusted 1o smit the ground and available cover,

2. The ohject of elementory gun drill. i to. render the man
vmécmnt in the duties of gitn bets a b g the ¥
3. It aims at teachiog the man:—
. To mount and dismount the gus,
1, To load nnd unlead the gun.
iii. To bring the gun into action,
iv, To ‘otase firing.
v. To adjust the sights and Jay the gun.
vi, To fire the gis, to Aap firing, unid to %o on firing.
vii, Consisteney of tap and adjustment of clamp, {raversing
and the swinging traverse,
vili, Controlled corrections, direct and indirest fire.

Instructor’s Notes
Methode of carrying out the deitl.

1. Tho slavés requised vary sccording 'to. the porlion of tho
dnll which i being comied onl, bul !nrd.ldn‘lh the aguad veqidres
a gun, tripod, spare pants cose complete, condinser cax ond
tnbe, and ore ammuxition box with belts and dianmy cartridges,
Whien addifionst dores are required, delaly are gives i the
inglructional Motes. THé condinser fube used will comsist of o
plece of Hiinck rope, sir feel long, =

2. Layng owt the stores—Belore the squod folls in, the gun
awd tripod will be placed in line on the ground o fow poces
apart, tripod on tho left wilh tho legs Lo tho rear; the wussls
of Uhe gun pointing to the frond, the condenser {whe olfaehed,
ond the spare parls cowe close (o and on the right of the gan.
The ammunition box and condenser can widl be ploced aboul a.
pace aparl with tho comdensor can os the rght, a few paces in
rear of the gun asd tripod,

3. Fall in—~The sqed 35 follen in, in mingic rewk. The
imafractor details any three men. He falls them in o short
distance in rear of the stores and nwmbers thom off, . The sepoindar
of the squad inder inetruetion is ploced i such o powition (Rat
the maxinanm benofit is denived, em\mmk they themselves are mot
of the moment octing ax Nos. 1, 2. or 3,

If af ony Sime the teatruclor wishes to change round- Nos. 1,
2, and 3, he should ovder * Fall 0wt 17, No, | becomes No. 3,
No. 2 becomics No. 1, and No: 3 becowmes Noi 2, the detachment
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renumbening af once, the instructor deteiling three fresh mymbers
o take their place whon ke wishes fo do 20,

4. The inslructor must_see that the standard o,l dnill i meain-
lailaf lkrouplth, that the Nos. remain still axd wrr«:dy plmd

on the of any y m t, particslarly in
the zitting or lying positions.
When the instruetor withes Lo explas A

Ao sl first order * Reat™ loallovo!:rlmlm oj the -nuda.
Before the dnill is resimeed he will enswre that the Nos, edopt the
correct poxition, alert and n:ody for ony ovder. This will be
effected by the order * Position ™.

8o fer as i3 posnble, lkodu(x«olNo 1 will firat be taught,
ond practiced by the whole squad. The instruclor il then teach
and preclise the dulics of Nos. 2 and 3 in that ander, bejore
dnlling the detackment collectively,

& The orders given by the instrictor are given in inverted
commas at tho kead of cach paragraph. AU orders will be
ghven verbally.

LESSON 45.~TAKE POST

“Take post.”

The detachorent will turn to the right, with the exception of
No. L. No. 1 doubles forward and lies down on the Joft of the

Ho inspects the tripod to se that the clevating and
crombead jont pins are properly in position and turmsed dewn,
both elevating serows equally exposed, traversing <lamp suffi-
ciently tight to prevest the erasshesd from  swinging  round
when the tripod &= being carried, the crosshesd over the. rear
Jeg. direction dial' secure, and all thres legs togethor and
clamped securoly.

When Nos. 2 and' 3 have teported to him, be reports “All
corroct™ (or otherwise), (o the instruetor.

No, 2 doubles forward, liss down an the right side of the gun.
He Pinces the strap of the spare parts caso on his right shoulder,

the gun 1o sce that the mursle attachment and
bhst defiector are correctly adjusted, snd the condenser
tube fitted, that the fecdblock s im the gum, and the front
cover locked, that the sliding shutter is cdlosed, the tangent
nght set at 600, that the lock is in the gun, and that the “T"
pin it srewed home acd verlical. He reports

“G- correet™ {or otharwize) to No. 1.

No. 3 coubles forward and. Bes down between the condenser

can and ammunition bex., He i the liners to soe that the
a0 in the fromt of the belts-nd pomtmc the mcm

Ho clores and fastons the box. He inspects the conde

can to sto that the cap is serewed i position and that tbolller
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v meeure. He reports “ammunition and  condenser ecan
correet” (or otborwise), to No. 1.
All Nos. will now lie facing forward with their arms folded.
Note—Whken the growed ix too twet, the detochment showld be
instyucted to kavel inatead of lying down, but walerproof theels
should be used to aveid this swhen possble.

LESSON 46.~MOUNT AND DISMOUNT GUN
Inatructor’s Notes

The instructor will mdhoua lo No. 1 the spot orer whick the
tockel ¥ {o be nied, dircction in which the gun sill
point.  Thiz xpot chosld: bo a [cu- yards in front of Ne. 1.

The action of No, | in mounting and dismounting the TRIFOD
will be tought forsl, esding and beginning respeclively al the
point where No. 1 i seated behind the tnpod, and hes with-
dmen the pins.

The remaining duties of No. | and the dvlics of Nos, 2 and
3 will then be tonght iw that onder,

“Mount gan.”

No. 1 jumps to hés feet, picks up the friod and doubles
forward with it, placing it on the ground with the socket on
the spot indirated. Standizng astride the logs, ke Joosens both
jamming hondies simultancousdy, graspe the crosbead brackel
as far forward s= possible with both bands, asd with a forward
and upward movemost, emicls the tripod (Plate 6, Support-
jug the tripod with the left hand at the crosshead bracked, the
feft forearm resting on tho thigh, he essuros that the resr log
i= on the ground and the socket upright over the spot imbicated,
and tightens up both jamming homdles with the right band if

ible. After putting & fost p with each band om the
Jumming lundk-, he sits down behind the tripod, removing
the elovating and erosshedd joint plss,

As soon x% No. 2 plsces the gun on the triped No. 1 bands
No, 2 the croshiesd joint pin, %and grips the left teaversiog
handle with the loft hand. When No. 2 hax inscrted the cross-
head joint pin, No. 1 will inseet the olevating joint pin and turs
the bandle down. He levels the gun by means of the elevating
wheel, tests by tapping the traversing Bandiex to wme if the
adjustment of the triventiog clamp is approximately correct,
tightening or loosening it if nocessry, and sits, fooking straight
in front of him, with kis olbows supported by the iuido of his
thighs, his third and Lttle Engers round the traversiog handles,
forefngens on top. second finger usdemeath the mfety catch,
axd thumbs resting lightly on the thumbpices.
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No. 2 opens the siiding shubler, and, pickizg up the gan with
his left band grasping the right teaversing bandle and his right
arm over the barrel casag, doubles forward (o the 5g
of the tripod, amivieg about the time No. 1 3 remo
pius. He sinkx on to the left koee. pisets the gun or
supportivg the barrel casing with {ght thigh
right ‘hand drives in the crosshesd joint pin whic
hasded to him, Enally turning the bandle down (Plate
rotains his hold with his left hand on the
handie until the pin is home. He lies down oz
gun, looking towards the gun, his head in lise with, but bolow,
tho bevel of the feedblock,  When No. 3 has brov |
ammunition box and cosde can, No. 2 pl
in lime with the feedblock, and inse;
the latter.

No. 3 removes the wooden cover of the ammunition box,
rige open the lids of the lipers, prowves down the lids of the
liners, amd replacex the wooden cov

No, 3 unscrows, Hut not completel
desser can.  He doubles forwand 1o the
carrving tho ammusit box in his ket
can in Ris- right, arriving t a3 No, 2 liex dowp.
the condenser can in &
tho sammunition box within easy reach of No, 2, with
sccuring pia towards the fecdblock.  He
the condessor can, doubled back to a suitable
s down

NoterWhen the sun hos boen mounted mod Nos, 1, 2 and 3
are iy position, the iastnictor skould re

The octions of Nos. §, 2 and 3 and their final positions woro
correet

ho cotdenser tube inlo

cap of the com-
bt side of the guo,

The tripodd is mounted wilh reference lo the dicoetion indicated.

Tile pun ik lovel ond erosshead over the rewr leg

The sncket w wpright ond over ihe apod fndiosl

The tripod is al a suilable hcight for No. 1 (untit No. 1 has
beesk feught to mount (he gun in seveice posilions, the Tmatruclor
wdll sce that the rear leg i watably odjisted before the gun ic
moonntod).

The shading shuller i open

The troversing clomp iz not too loose,

The cleeating ond crasshead foint pina ore home and locked.

The jawmming bandles are veatly tight.

The ammymtion bor i close Lo, and i lise with, the jocdblock
etk the securing pit disengaged, condexscr can in - poation, and
tube insevted 1o it

The squad will be thown how (o correct & leaning mounting on
the firs! occanon ¥ aniece.

Prae 6
Exnctine Tl mhiron

www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk



9

Prate 8
Fruxe rosITioN sIrTiNG

e S IR S

%
=
¢
£
=
b
=
b
3
=




10

“Dismount gan.'

No. 1 removes both pins, stesdics the gun with his night
hand, and, after No. 2 bas removed the gen, replaces the pins
and tufns the bandles down. He ;nmputohi:l«:l,mnds
sstride the tripod and locsens both jamming bandles smul-
wly. -Honn; tho mpod to collapse on the gmoad

ket with ‘hoth hands, and giving

lbc !npod n sharp ummrd and forward movement, be folds

up the logs and places the tripod o the grousd. Mo clamps

up both jamming handles and Jies down os the lefl of ke

lnpod. Ho reconditions the tripod, i seecsaary, a8 in “Take
post.”

No. 2 pushes the ammunition box to the right, jumps to
s fedt, and, oftor No. 1 has removed the pins, lifts the gua
off the tripod. He movew to the right clear of No, 1. closes
the aliding shutter. and places the gum on the ground. He lies
down o the right side of the gun, reconditioning . if weeessary,
as in "“Take post,”

No. 3 doublea forward, scizes the ammunition box in his
toft hand and the condemscr can in his right, and places them
on the ground a few paces in rear. B«-lwdwnbctmun-
amlm‘uon box and K cam, g them' s

B “Take post”

Noto~The  instrnctor will onder “Reploce afores™ aeken ke

wlshes the stores (o be teturned to their position ar originally

“Load."

No. 1 yulis the crank handle on to the roller with the right
hand, aod advanees his Jeft basd to the deft of the feedblock,
ready to grip the belt. When No. 2 bas passed the tag of the
belt through the feedblock, No. 1 grips it and palix the belt
through the feedblook as far 38 possble. He oust poll the
belt mllr and straight when doing so. He relenss the crank
Bandic and repeats the  above movements  Whilst pulling
the crank bandle on to the roller the belt will be beld, but not
palled, with the 1eft hand.

No. 2 opens the ammunition bos. seizxes the cod of a belt
with tho right band at the poist whu the tag jeins the fabrie,
foreinger along the tog, and pushes the tag theough the feed-
b!otkubrnpoasibka He musl cansro that the belt is not

&nphme that the bell mst bo polled Jy and straight
through the feedblock, ~ The men must m the nataral

LESSON 47-JOAD AND UNLOAD

1

tondency to pall it to- the rear, ie. towards No. 1, which
might prevent the round being fed correctly lnto the feedblock.

Should any man exhibit & tendeney to slur the loading
motions it may be ndvisable to make Bim load “hy numsbors”,
counting aloud while doing 0.

The actions of New 1 and 2 in Joadiog and usloading will
be taught together.

“Unload.”

If the tangeot sight' bas bees fo use i will be lowered by
the No. 1, using his left hand. At the same time, without
touching the bedt, he pulis the crank bamdle on to the roller
twice. in suceession with the right band, allowing it to fly
forward again fn each case. He presses the top and bottom
pawls of the feadblock with his nght hand, the top pawls
with the fingers and the boltom with the thumb, fakiog
earn to keop bis hand dlear of the entmnce to the feedblock,
Whon the bBelt i being withdman and the dast rousd & Sear
of the feedblock, he will peess the thumbpiece.

No. 2 withdraws the belt from the feedblock when No, 1
presses the pawle, sleadying the bedt with his loft hand near
tho ammunition box and his right band near the fesdblock.
Ho packs the belt correctly in the Nnoer, prosses down the
Tids, and replaces the wooden cover.

LESSON 45.~ACTION AND CEASE FIRING

“Action.™

Nos. 1, 2, and 3 perform tho duties:learnt in “Mount gan™
and “Load”, the gun belng Joaded =2 soom & it i3 correctly
mounted (Plate §).

“Cease firing.”

Nes. 1, 2, and 8 perform  the duties Jearnt in “l'nhsd‘
and “Dismount gun”, the gun being diswounted a5 sotn as
it has been usnlosded oorm'(ly.

LESSON 49—-CLEAR GUN AND STAND CLEAR

“Clear gun.”

No. 1 pulls the cramk handle oo to the roller, mises the
rear cover, removes the fock from the lock guider, and cames
the crank bandle forward, allowieg the lock to rost against
the hinge of the rear caver. He reporty “Gan eloar.”

Note~If it is desirabie to replace the lock in the gun ond plose
the rear cover, bul not to load the gun, the commund “Lock in
—cover down"™ may be wsed. Tf the 'gun i loaded, “Cleat gun™
will be precoded by “Unlood”.

-2y
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“Stand clear.”™

Noa. 1, 2, and 3 jump to their fect and stand nt case in
roar of the gun, No. 2 an the right.

Nos, 1 and 2 will leave dial sights, if is ww, and spare parts
case on the position.

Note~The ovder “Take poet” will be wsed when it & desired
that Now: 1 and 2 should adopt their poritions at the gun.

LESSON 80—TO ADJUST THE SIGHTS AND LAY
THE GUN
Inatructor's Noles

Before the leson is begun, inatruction in aiming musl kase
been given.

A few simple targets will be pointed owt, the object being mol
to teach recognition, but dlean and acourate kandling by the No. 1.

The instructor. showld order “Iay” he waxts No. § to
do s0.

If o moturel ciming poists are availoble, a losdscope targel
may be wecd, being ploced at any convenient divlance from the

gun. |
The gun will bo loaded before the exercise begina,

“. . . hundred (or fifty) . . . Indication . . . lay.

No. 1 ninsmumtsdntmdad;muﬁmdxdowlhc
range ordered.  When ordered, hnbmmeohylhegunby
tapping it untdl tho corrvet direction ix obfained, and elevating
or depressing until the aim i comect, He ordess No. 2 to
loosen the traversing csmp when a Jarge change in dircetion
is necessary, and to tighten the clump again whea the gun is
roughly aligned on the tanget. No. 1 retests his clamp.

When tappitg the gun, or turning ihe wheel, No. 1 main-
taigs control of the gun by keeping the direngaged hand on
the traversing hamdle. When the guo & hid he onders “On™
to No. 2, who raises his Jeft hand in line with No. U's shoulder:
at the same time No. I misiog the smfely catch with his second

fngers,
Should No. 1 fail to umderstand an order al any time he
will call “Repeat.™
LESSON $1~FIRE, STOP, AND GO ON
“Fire."
No. linmnllypmehmothumbﬁmuhrup@b

by & quick asd even
cyaduedlyoutboumt. He-ﬂlﬁnmhmmﬁe
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thumbpices pressed for about four seconds before releasing and
prossing  sgain, occasiopally checking his aim botween Dbuarsty,
No. 2 lovmn: his hand.

“Stop.

No. l xmmdabdy ! o the thumbpi ;
safoty eateli. He chocks bis sim, m‘ao-m oa to the ongml
point of aim i necessary.

Note ~The wheol should oecasionslly de (urned while No. 1
s firing, in order to ecnsure correct reloying when “Stop” s
ordered.

“Go on

No. 1 resumes the action as detailed under “Fire”,

LESSON §2-CONSISTENCY OF TAP AND
ADJUSTMENT OF CLAMP
Instructor's Note
The gun will be loaded.
L. To teach a consistent tap.
The object i to develop & oomuut aatomatic up,u::

ocder that the line of sight is displaced the same
time the gun is tapped,

Lwhmnllbepnduodhlam themnbotb
directions, the.§ noting the , Correot holding
will be taken after each tap,

Note~The instructor will oxplain the following Muu.

i. A atrong tap with a tight clamp is prefevoble to o weok
tap with a loose clamp.

i, When tepping with either hand, the gun sauet be held
ton-villy with the other hand, and the safety cateh kept
reive

iii. The eyes muat be directed to the fromt, and nat af the
syhts,

rear end of the gwn or along the
2 To adjust the clamp.
Instructor's Note
Additional storee:~MG. target (SA.T, Vol. V, 1981, Plate 66).
The gun will be mownted and loaded 25 yards from the target.

The object i= to ascertain tho degroe of tightness required
in the traversing clamp in onder that tbo lize of sight may bo
displaced 15 minutes each time the gun is tapped.
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The isstroctor wil) teach how to test and sdjust the clamg.
He will explain to tho men that the isterval betwoen tulls,
st a disance of 25 vards, subtends 15 minsté.  He will
ensare that if the gan moves too muwch or too littls when the
wen are testing the oamp, that the clamp i altered and not
the tap,

Whenever the gus & mounted, or 2 new No. 1 takes post
at the gus, No. 1 testx the sdjnstment. The instructor should
polnt out the importance of this test, and also the importance
of the “Hoel” of the eomeat tightaoss, aa Ister an no row of bulls
will be available to asdst in the adjustment.

3. Combinntion of H and adj

The ohijeet of this exvreise i to ‘test tho man's consistency
of tap and sdjustment of clamp.

The instractor will inforns the No. 1 which way be has to
tap, will then give & suilable range, and order to get the gus
Taid on to oie end of & Norizonta) vow of bulls

When ordened, No. I will lay ‘the gun on to the bull's-eye
Tedieated.

On the order “Fire”, No. 1 fires a burdt, releases pressure
on the thumbpiece, snd srikes fhe traversing bandlo, deflocting
the gan through an angle of 15 minutes. He fires another burs,
taps s before, and will contisue to do so, fring a bur after cach
tap until ordered to stop. 2

Nomes—1. The instrector will wam the No. 1 that in this
particnlar csse he will mot chieck his 2im or relay between
bursts’ or on the command “Stop".

2. The men will be exoreied in travessisg in both diroctions,

3. Progressive instraction will be gives in tappisg right and
foft on a M.G. tamget, ’

LESSON S—~TRAVERSING
Iustructor's Noles

Additional elores:—M .G, tueget (SA.T, Vol. V, 1931, Piate 63)-

The ssetructor will exploin that the object of this lesson ia thal
in traversing the firer will bi; istoscy of lapping with
maintenace of the line of sight on the target.

For dall in troversing, the gun will be mowsted and loaded 25
yords from the MG, target.

The instructor will inform the No. 1 which wey he has to
traverae; Ko will thew give a matable ronge, end ondér (o get the
gun laid on to one énd of an eblique roe of bulls,
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No; 1 prococds an in Losson 52 (3), excopd that after each tap,
heforo firing again, he relays his gun on to the tanget immediately
aboxe or bolow the point to which his tap has eamied it

Nore—The imstractor will wamn the No. 1 i order that
his socurary of traversing may bo ascertximed, bo will net
eheck his aimor celay on the command “Stop™.

LESSON 51 —SWINGING TRAVERSE
Iustractor's Note

Additional stores:—M 0. target (SAT., Vol. V, 1931, Plate 68).

No. 1 loosens his travesdog olamp and then lays ax beforé on
the wizht or teft end of the target. When ordéred to fire, ‘he
wwings the gun slowly to the right or left, maintaining pressre
oo the thumbpiore throughout. He moves the gum, not by &
movetsent of the forearies alone, but by keeping the upper part
of tho body fuiry rigid ned forcing it over in the required
direction.

Note—Explain that this metkod of { ing @ only employed
nponst lincar targels ol very close sanges, when the sormol
method of traversng s bikely to prove too dow.

The jollowing points will be exploined i

i. Tho fraversing eldmp wusl not be 20 looee thot No. 1
loses cantrol of the gun, the vibretion of the gun renders
ing it casy to rwing. N

ii. The vate of movement should bo ssck that the line of
sght e moved about | goard in Lo zeconds, dhen the
target i 25 yands from the gwn, Tho movement of
the gun iz almost tmperceptible,

Bl The thmbpicce should be pressed before the gun bepine
lo wmove. X

The vaportonee of the monnting being upnight must

be emphasized,

iv. The above privcipdis alone will be crplaingd to the mew,
as proficicnoy can onid be oblained when the' gun is
beirg fred.

LESSON 55—CONTROLLED CORRECTIONS, DIRECT
Inatricctor’'s Notes
The gun will be looded and - fire opened before the lesson

beyins.
The object i to teack No. 1 to reloy the gun aftor altering the
vights i obedience o a corvection i elevalion.
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“Stop . . . Up (or Down) . . . Go on.”

Ao.lsd,uﬁ-hun@hmmo:dmn\htbemdu relays
on o bis originst point of aim by turning the bandwhee), xnd
continues firing,

LESSON 5. —CONTROLLER CORRECTIONS,
INDIRECT

Instryctor's Notes

Additionol stoves —Dial sight and ciming post.

The gom will be mounted, dist sight altadml ond an aiming
poit gt out abowt 15 purds i front and lo a flank. A suileble
mua:mﬂbcuthwmdmmollMMdgﬁl.MW
inelructor will odjust the collimetor to the aiming post,

Before thia lesson No. 1 mat Mw received instruction i the
uee of the grodustions on the elevation drums of the dial sight.
He :.lmdd Rave an elomentary knowledge of the functions of the
aiming post.

1. Elevation.

The object is to teach the No. 1 to relevel the bubble after
adjusting the rasge drum, or asgle of sight drum of the dial
sight, in obedicnce to a comrection in elovation.

i“Swp. - . Up (or Down) ., . .lh-&vd(orl-‘mr)
} ‘.le.. I nd;m the rango drum as ondered, clevates or depmnen
the gun by toming the bnndwhoel unm the bubble is centeal,
chocks and, if 5 of the collimator.

“Swp...l!p(orbam). .« Min. . . . Go on."
No 1 adjusts the angle of sight drum as ordered, elevates
or depresses the gun by tuming the handwheel umi! tbo bubble
is central, checks and, if v, adj the aliz t of the
collimator.

2. Defleetion.

The object is to teach the No. 1 to relay on to the siming post,
after adjusting the deflection drum, in cbedisnce to & correstion
in deflection.

“Stop. Right (or Left) . . . degrees . . . minutes.”

Ne. 1 u!jusus the deflection drum ax ordered, theén taps the
gun over until the aim ix again relaid on to the aiming posi.
When relsid the bubble should be eentral; if not, the No. 1
will centralize it by turning: the hnd:b«:l sod readjost the
collinsator on to the aiming post,

SECTION 12—TESTS OF ELEMENTARY GUN DRILL
AND INSTRUMENTS

1. The followisg tests bave Leen devised to assist officers
in testiog the efficloncy of their men in domcnhry 2an dﬂl.
amd to ensure that no detail of the drill is overlooked. It is
important that thes tests should not be comsidered zolely
ns - competitions aguinst timo, for although quickecss is
nocessary, aecumicy is the first cswential. No man  should
therefore be passed as efficiont umloss all the points are
correctly. cammied out, even though he may complete them in
the standard time. Mon who, whilst pasiog the tests for
accuracy, slightly exceed the standard timoe, should be tested
again before being put back for further instruction.

2. The tests must be carried out in strict accordance with
X"m dotailed  instructions given under the appropriste paras
graphs of clementary gua drill, for usless the smsbest details
are insisted upon, the timo limit will not be applieable. In
earrviog out the tests time can be saved if the first detachment
complote tests 1 to 4 copsecutively, the remainder can be
carried out ag convenicat,

3. 1t should be noted in tests 1, 2, 3, and 4 that all aumbers
are beiog tested in their own particulsr dutics as No. 1,
No. 2, or No. 3, and the tests should not be regarded as
test of the No. 1 oaly. Therelore, a man i not comidered to
bave pased these tests until he has paseed in the duties of

all oumbers,

£ It = cssential for cach man to have passed (Gits 1 to @
before proccedisg with the annual machine gon coursn. .

A record will be kopt by cach company commandér snd pro-
duced for inspection as required.

5, Method of conducting the tests.

The conditions of the test will be explained beforo the test
beging, incuding the time allowed for the test, and when the
time allowance beging and fisishes.

Nome~If a stop watch is not available, a timekeeper must
bo appointed.

Stores required:—As for all clomentary gun deill o tests
I to 8,

Words of command will be given as in the appropriate heading
in olcoyentary gun dri

Test No, 10 will be carried cut by full rank p.e0s. osly.

www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk
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SECTION 13.—SIGNALS

1, In addition to the siznals already faugh! in Infantry Trin-
o, 1637, Secw. 30-32, the following kgnals are pectssary for
fire comtrol and uso in the field by machine gun units.

2. Ty will be more easily temombered if, instead of being
taught in one lesson, they are introduccd when the relative stage
of tmsining is reachod.

3. Fire conteol signals. -

Sieanl | Interpeotation

) )
Nou 2 with bis haad nhzdlcm ready to fire.
iz Hze with and behiad
the ahesaldes of No. L. l

When tasghi

| @

Whilst teachioz  ad-
Justioz  the  sighta
np% %ylu the gun,

Nome—U "wind™ s ordered No. 2 will lower his baad on receipt of the
allowarse. . He will rise Mis hard agais whee No. I Bas made the
podossary allowanco.

Both arms fsll .*Am |
rised from ndu
Fosition k«'ﬂ with :‘}j

agais, Thu [
repeated qalekly severd
timox
Arm swesg {n a cirewiar/Cease firing,
n»tm in lro«l o{ the

Fire mtmlhl with bl Progare 1o fire.
hazd - mised above the

Before nad  during
nﬁeelbﬁ defll, direot
.

Fire eocatroller’s  basd|Fire.
lowored 15 the side.

Fire coatroller’s arm waved Stop.
Borisdalally to axd fro. \

Nome—No. 2 will ordor Noo 1 to stop.

Fire controller—

Semaphore  When wing QF When wing Q4 During
| HES Up 50 yards Up platoon
N Down 50 yands Down 107 driil,
T Rizht 30" indincot
L Tafr 30" Sre,

{. Field signals,—
A, Platoon serit,

) or
Section comdrs.

or
Section cple
AL All neos o

joln pixtoon comdr.

B. More ammusition
required.

H. Trieks to come
forward.

W, Water required,

10 join
imnsediate
FUPETION.

www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk
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SECTION 14.-—~ADVANCED MACHINE GUN
HANDLING

The object isx to adapt the lessons taught in elementary
gun drill as far as pomible o service conditions.

This subj provides an ial link b drills
oand eolleeti ini; and should be taught to tho men
as soon as they are proficient in clementary gun drill. It
should be practised again within cach section at the begin-
ning of the period allotted for section training.

~LESSON 57 —MAN-HANDLING OF LOADS

Instructor’s Note
Stores—

'Gwz, tripod, condenser can, and tube, three ammunilion boxes
with belts and dummy carteidpes, Spare parts coxe: ol to be
at gervice weighls,

1: Explain and demonstrate—

The methods of carrying the gun, tripod, ele, taught in
drills are pot always the most convenient for carrying lomg
distances, or when concealment from ground observation is
nocossary.  Any comfortable method may be sdopted, which
does not damage the load, and oconcesls from the enemy the
mature of the load carried, The following methods aro
SugResied i

i. Tripod.—
{a) Walking or doubling~Under the amn or is front
of the

o) anhng-a-_-\n,\' convenient method.  The trpod
may be dragped along the ground provided that
the dial 32 not damaged.

i, Gun—

(a) Walking or doublieg—Across the body, barrel
casing resting on the right foresrm, left hand
gripping the left traversing bandle asd free ond
of the coedenser tube; or

Close to the right sde with the muzzic polnting
upwards, It will be held at crosshesd
bracket with the right baod. and the free end
of the condenser tube may he pushed through
the traveming handie.

25

(b)) Crawlivg—The mas will lie on his rght side,
head to the front, weight of the body supported
on the right obow, nght knee bent. He will
support the gun with tbe barrel caving resting
on the right foresrns, the bLreech csing oa tho
inside of the Hght thigh. He will grasp the loft
traversing bandle with the left hand, whish will
also contain the froe ead of the condenser tube.
He will erawl forward making use of bhis right
ofhow and left deg.

jit, Ammunition bozes and condenser com—

Yor short distances the maximum losd for & mon is
one ammunition box and ome cosdonser can, or two
smmunition boxes. For longer distances:—

{e) Walking or doubling.—~One lncr under each armn,

and ome hner o condenser can in one hand.

(B) Crowling~—Asy convenient othod  may be
adopled. A muggested melbod s that the hamdle
of an ammunition box way be bung over the
too of the man's boot. - By this method tho man
can crawl on b side with one ammunition box
on one foor and with the condepser can in ome
hand.

iv, Two-man lod .~

Nome~The gun will be unloaded before the
deseribed below is carried out.

(a) If it is required to move a gun snd tripod, which

bave already been mounted, s shorl distance
1o a new postios, the whole may bo carried
by two men as follows:—
No, 1, right hand on the roar g, }ft hard,
coptaining the coudenser cun, o the left front leg.
No. 2, left band on the right front leg. am-
munition box in the right hawd. .

(b) The gun mounted om the triped can be. moved by

iwo wen emwling  forward, . each grasping o

front Mg
2, Pragtise squasl.
LESSON 58~MOUNTING THE GUN ON EXPOSED

GROUND
Inatructor's Note
Storeyre—-
Ax Jor Lesson 57,
1. The instruetor will explain to the men that the mounting
tsught to them during drills” i3 not always the most suitable

www.vickersmachinegun.org.uk







